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	Unit Title:
	Analysing Media Narratives for Technical & Symbolic Codes



	Year Level
	9



	Length
	5 weeks



	Purpose: 
	To equip students with the agency, skills and knowledge to apply analysis of media texts and communicate their ideas effectively in writing.



	Access prior knowledge  
	
· Story elements developed within English curriculum
· Understanding of behind-the-scenes production of Hollywood films and roles of production crew.
· Understanding of metaphor, allegories, symbolism in familiar texts eg. Rabbit Proof Fence, Avatar, The Dark Knight
· Undertstanding about categorising film experiences with Genre.
· Understanding of familiar experiences associated with Genre eg. Action, Horror, Suspense, Adventure


	
Summative  Assessment: (Annotated assessment included)

	A film review that reflects structure and content of the genre, including a detailed analysis of a focus scene or sequence from Warhorse (2011).



	Victorian Curriculum 
Match skills against knowledge. List in sequencial order. 

	Key skills
	Key knowledge

	· Development of perception about visual images, sound and text.
	· Media Arts languages, knowledge of Media Arts theories and practices.

	· Analyse how technical and symbolic elements are manipulated to make representations and meaning.
· To apply key concepts, story principles, and symbolic and technical elements of media as they design, produce, distribute and analyse media artworks.
	· Technical and symbolic elements work together within established and emerging genre conventions and technologies to inform, persuade, entertain and educate through story principles.

	· Critical and creative thinking skills
	· Analysing, evaluating interpreting and reflecting upon meanings, beliefs and values in media artworks. 




	Feedback checklist 

	Feedback type
	Yes/no

	
My movie experience – formative assessment (written)
	Y

	The most important parts of a good movie (verbal & written)
	Y

	Technical Codes of Media Narratives Pre-test (written)
	Y

	Warhorse Film Review – Summative Assessment (written & verbal)
	Y




	Key Vocabulary  

	CAMELS
	Camera
	Acting

	Mise en Scene
	Editing
	Lighting

	Sound
	Media Narratives
	Story

	Time
	Cause & Effect
	Media Products

	Filmmaking
	Director
	Opening

	Establishing
	Development
	Resolution

	Production
	metaphor
	Character

	Technical
	Symbolic
	codes





SPC Unit Plan- Humanities

	Week:
	Session
	Learning Intention/s 
	Activities: 
	

Resources

	1
	1
	To define media narratives.
	Frontloading - the most important part of a good movie.
My Film/TV experience
Do now – Think/ Pair/ Share – Discuss & write
down a movie you watched recently that you
weren’t happy with the ending.
• Discuss & write down a movie or TV show that you started watching and suddenly lost track of or stopped watching.

	[bookmark: _Hlk114652477][bookmark: _Hlk114652466]The most important parts of a good movie – Handout
My film TV Experience handout
Introduction to Inquiry – class expectations.

	
	2
	To describe the difference between technical and symbolic codes of media narratives.
	Do now - Write down why the following movies are memorable. Is it special effects? Characters? The story or something else?
	[bookmark: _Hlk114652488]Rank the Critic Reviews handout
Story & Production elements PPT

	2
	3
	To describe symbolic elements of media narratives and describe their role in a set film texts.
	Watch Opening Sequences of Indiana Jones & Raiders of Lost Ark, Back to the Future & Hidden Figures. Write down promises or narrative possibilties evident in opening sequences.
1. What characters are
introduced?
2. What do we know
about them?
3. What narrative
possibilities have been
suggested?
4. What themes have
been introduced?
	[bookmark: _Hlk114652588]Narrative Beginnings Handout
Opening Sequences clips


	
	4
	To understand and describe the difference between establishment, development and resolution of film narratives.
	Narrative beginnings

	Narrative Beginnings Handout
Opening Sequences clips


	3
	5
	To define CAMELS and describe their role in filmmaking.
	Watch: Rabbit Proof Fence, The Dark Knight Rises & Shawshank Redemption clips. Select a CAMEL & describe how it was evident in each of the clips.
	[bookmark: _Hlk114652630]Technical Codes of Filmmaking PPT
[bookmark: _Hlk114664399]Technical Codes of Media Narratives Pre-test handout

	
	6
	To describe technical codes of media narratives.
	
JAWS codes and conventions
Watch opening scene of Jaws (1975) & analyse opening scene with reference to CAMELS in handout.

	[bookmark: _Hlk114652699]
Jaws Codes & Conventions Handout

	4
	7
	To analyze the technical codes of a film text using CAMELS.
	Watch Film - Warhorse (2011)

	
[bookmark: _Hlk114664471]Analysing Film Texts – Warhorse (2011) handout

	
	8
	To combine technical and symbolic codes to analyze a scene.
	Match the CAMEL & code activity.

	Watch Film - Warhorse (2011)
Combining Technical & Symbolic codes handout

	5
	9
	To select scene or sequence for analysis.
	Film Review introduction
Rubric explanation & break-down
‘Lego Movie Review’ – At the Movies with Margaret & David (Film clip).
	Warhorse Film Review example PPT
Yr 9 Film Review Rubric
Film Review example – ‘Mr Beast’ by Roger Ebert
Writing the Film Review handout


	
	10
	To write intro paragraph of important details of Film Review.
	Watching & Analysing sequences from Warhorse (2011).

Worked example of Intro Paragraph.
Identifying important details & using them in our own work.

	Warhorse (2011)
Warhorse Film Review example PPT

Writing the Film Review handout
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